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Tóm tắt
 	Đô thị hóa là quá trình đã diễn ra từ rất lâu trong lịch sử Việt Nam. Đó là quá trình hình thành các đô thị từ nền tảng là các thủ đô, thị tứ, vừa phục vụ chức năng hành chính, vừa phục vụ chức năng kinh tế. Trong thời kỳ Pháp thuộc, người Pháp đã góp phần đẩy nhanh quá trình đô thị hóa ở Việt Nam bằng việc đầu tư tiền của, vật lực để xây dựng đô thị nhằm phục vụ âm mưu xâm lược. Trong đó, Đà Lạt là một đô thị được Pháp xây dựng với chức năng nghỉ dưỡng cho Pháp. Mặc dù Đà Lạt có tốc độ đô thị hóa nhanh, phục vụ cho nhu cầu của Pháp nhưng giai đoạn 1900-1945, quá trình này đã để lại một giai đoạn mở đầu cho việc xây dựng và phát triển thành phố về sau. Nghiên cứu, tìm hiểu về quá trình đô thị hóa ở Đà Lạt (1900-1945) góp phần chỉ ra những đặc trưng của đô thị Đà Lạt thời Pháp thuộc và định hướng cho vấn đề phát triển đô thị bền vững, bảo tồn kiến trúc và di sản văn hóa ở Đà Lạt hiện nay.
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ABSTRACT
Urbanization has overgone a long-term period in Vietnamese history. This process indicates the establishment of specific urban, based on main capitals, cities. These cities have two main features, namely, administrative function and economic function. During the period of French imperialism, French people gave an impetus to the urbanization in Indochina by allocating the money and workforce to build cities which served the aim of invasion of French people. Mainly, Dalat was a new city spent for the aim of French people’s recreation. Albeit Dalat had a speedy increase in urbanization, this period left some prerequisites for the following period of Dalat’s improvement. This research points at the main characteristics of Dalat during the French colony phase and gives some solutions to the construction of a sustainable city and the preservation of architecture and cultural heritages in Dalat these days.
Keywords: Dalat, urbanization, early 20th century, Vietnamese history, modern history.

1. INTRODUCTION
 

7
Dalat is considered as the pride of the French in their discovery in Indochina. A wide range of academic research mentions major cities in Indochina and their changes and development under colonial times. However, Dalat and its urbanization process are still an underresearched topic among historians in Vietnam nowadays. As a result, this article benefits from various archival documents and previous articles directly linked to Dalat to elucidate the main characteristics of the urbanization of Dalat under its French ruling and inspect some construction plans of French architects' construction plans to acclimate further plans of Dalat revival nowadays. 
2. MATERIALS AND LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1. Source materials 
It is evident that the archival source of Dalat archived at National Archives Center IV plays a vital role in clarifying the urbanization process of Dalat. They are some handwriting and reports of Dr. Yersin - the first people to discover Dalat. Besides, Constantin's article on the Langbian region in 19151, Monographie de Dalat (The French Geography of Dalat) in 19532, A.Berjoan  L. ' effort francais en Indochine: Dalat, 1943 (French's efforts in Indochina, the case of Dalat 1943)3 and Rapport sur situation de la ville de Dalat et de la Province du Langbian du 21 Janvier 1942 et Aout 1944 (Report on the state of villas in Dalat in Langbiang province on January 21, 1942)4 provided the author with a reliable source for accurate assessments on this academic topic. 
2.2. Literature review
First and foremost, The Journal of History and Geography of the University of Education, Saigon released two issues (No.23 and 24) of special edition for Dalat in 1971. These journals mentioned multi-facets of Dalat concerning the history, geography, agricultural economy, biology, and tourism of this city. The author paid heed to articles of Tran Van Tuyen, Nguyen Van Y, Nguyen Nhan Bang, and Han Nguyen, who conducted in-depth researches about this city5. 
Eric Jennings (2011) and his book titled Imperial Heights: Dalat and the Making and Undoing of French Indochina is comprehensive novel research on the colonial period of Dalat. This book consists of 14 chapters that reveal the developmental process of Dalat from 1898 to 1975. The author focuses on from chapter 4 to chapter 12 of this book because Jennings published a lot of crucial information related to the early phase of Dalat, vividly depicting the nourishment of this city and its political chaos. He dignified the role of the French in the development of Dalat and the first architects for this potential capital of Indochina6. 
The author of this article paid scholarly attention to the 8th chapter of this book regarding the Rebirth in Vietnam. Barbara Crossette delivered the brevity of Dalat to readers and researchers in his work named The Great Hill Stations Of AsiaCrossette called Dalat a “hill station,” which nestled in a very high mountain range, and it became an ideal place for the French and Americans in their adventure in Indochina and Southeast Asia. However, he also put stress on the confrontation between the French and the Vietnamese with local tribes to build a sanitorium for exotic ethnic groups distinguished from local people in Dalat and stated that these groups had to adapt to local culture and they were not pioneers in discoveries of Central Highland of Vietnam7 
Generally, the articles related to the urbanization process of this city attracted a modicum of academic attention from researchers. In fact, they mainly focused on demonstrating the development evolution of this city under the French. Thereby, this article intends to make personal comments on the characteristics of the urbanization process of the city. 
3. METHODOLOGY AND RESEARCH METHODS
3.1. Methodology
The author has a penchant for Modernization theory. Smith supposed that urbanization was generated from the onset of new things and innovations through industrialization, technological application, information penetration, and cultural diffusion8. By this method, the author realized that Dalat experienced considerable changes in its infrastructure and lifestyle. The mushrooming of public works and civic works and the mobilization of immigrants led Dalat to very simple urbanization. Some other researchers put stress on the role of cultural diffusion during the time of urbanization. In their books, Hawley9, Kasarda and Crenshaw10 assumed that urbanization results in cultural diffusion and uneven development in third-world countries. Alonso also presumed that the kinds of urbanization might have been generated by the concentration of social amenities and developmental projects in certain societal parts due to ethnic, racial, or religious divisions11. This statement is likely to be germane to the author’s findings due to the participation of various ethnic groups contributing to diversifying Dalat’s culture and cultural acculturation in this city. 
Based on the methodology, there is a wide range of definitions regarding urbanization. According to Arthur, Simon. Stanley, “Urbanization is the increase in the proportion of people living in towns and cities. Urbanization occurs because people move from rural areas (countryside) to urban areas (towns and cities). This usually occurs when a country is still developing12.” Truong Quang Thao – a Vietnamese expert in urban science, stated that that urbanization is a phenomenon related to profound socio-economic - cultural - spatial - environmental shifts associated with scientific and technical progress, creating momentum to promote division of labor, career change, and formation of new occupations, creating demand for migration to urban centers, promoting economic development as a fulcrum for changes in social life and culture, raising living standards, changing lifestyles and forms of social communication, as the basis for a reasonable population distribution to meet the increasingly rich and diverse social needs, creating a dynamic balance between the built environment, social environment and natural environment13 Personally, it can be indicated that urbanization is the transformation process of an urban area via increasing the population from immigrants from rural areas. Besides the factor of population growth, urbanization is also reflected in the change in people's worldview, material, and spiritual-cultural lives in urban areas. This process is also accompanied by the expansion of residential territory, promoting economic development, improving cultural life and quality of life in urban areas.
3.2. Research methods
This research paper was analyzed based on two major research methods of historical sciences, namely, the historical method and the logical method. First, the historical method played a critical role in enacting all Dalat’s urbanization events from 1900 to 1945 via a significant source of the primary printed document. Simultaneously, the logical method led this paper to a systematical approach to clarify three critical characteristics of urbanization in Dalat City. 
4. RESEARCH RESULTS
4.1. Dalat’s urbanization contains external factors
First and foremost, the urbanization process in Dalat has more exogenous factors than the urban development itself. This city did not experience core factors in forming a city. When traveling around this city, Yersin supposed a primitive scene there, and an ethnic group named Lat resided. It is called this place by Dankia or Langbian14. It was not until 1899, a legal basis for the establishment of Dalat was issued by Paul Doumer because this place was very appropriate for vacation and plantation. Compared with other urban in Vietnam, Saigon, Hanoi, Hue was cities that owned a definite urban development because the feudal state allocated a national budget to build citadels and some commercial places actively formed in these cities. As a result, there is a class of burgesses emerged.  
Theoretically, factors of urban establishment consist of an increasing population and the development of the local profession, agriculture, industry, trade, and commercial exchanges, fortifications, civil and military buildings leading to the process of urbanization and the formation of a modern city. Nevertheless, Dalat originated from an undiscovered land where still experienced pre-feudal society. Since the allocation of the French and the booming of tourism for them in 1915-1916, Dalat had been slowly grown, but its essence was a forced development. Owing to favorable developing policies and plans, Dalat became a spontaneous city. According to Fourrniau's comments, the urbanization process in Dalat is an implantation of a socio-economic entity into an economic mechanism- pre-colonial traditional society. So this urbanization has been sporadic, often delayed, and incomplete15. This observation is partly true, and the French colonialists imposed a French-style socio-economic mechanism on Dalat city while this city had not previously undergone a pre-private socio-economic mechanism. To become a flourishing city. Before that, Dalat was just a wildland, the residence of Lach people, Montagnards, even the starting point of Dalat city also had the color of a pre-feudal society. Therefore, Dalat city is a product of the French, serving the needs of colonial exploitation and resort, not associated with administrative and economic functions like Hanoi and Saigon. and other cities in the urban network in Indochina during the French colonial period. Dalat has the characteristics of a spontaneous city.
The feature of spontaneousness of Dalat city demonstrated that this city did not experience pre-conditions of the city establishment. According to Urbanization and the Development of Cities, the prerequisite of city formation originated from the agricultural economy. This economy created surplus products that made denser human populations possible and formed the middle class in cities16 .However, the agricultural products of Dalat in its primitive history were insufficient to lead this city to a thriving economy and social class division. 
Dalat becomes an urban area with a combination of two characteristics of a Western urban area and a traditional Vietnamese city, in which the traditional Vietnamese urbanity is higher than the Western urbanity. Three crucial characteristics have demonstrated the Western urban appearance: the place is densely populated, has industrial production, and is a place of trade. Western cities perform economic functions mainly, typically London, Paris, and Athens, which perform economic functions and have a long history of development in the West. In addition, Western cities have a relatively high degree of autonomy, the power of feudal lords does not affect the city, the townspeople elect their city councils and mayors.
Meanwhile, Vietnam's urban areas are urban areas with administrative functions, not where economic development is concentrated and are mainly under the management of the state. Dalat is also an urban area with both such characteristics. Although it is an urban area built by the French, the nature of Dalat city is a spontaneous city; the economic function of Dalat urban area is not clearly expressed because the French do not consider Dalat as a city. Locations for colonial exploitation. Although the city's transportation system during the period 1900-1945 has been constantly improved, it seems to serve the needs of traveling for relaxation rather than becoming a vital traffic route to the city. Busy trade with other regions across the country. The administrative character of the city of Dalat is also emphasized when the French have established a Council of Governors including Vietnamese and French to manage the city, and this is in stark contrast to the characteristics of Western cities because local people have the right to elect their own council of Governors. In essence, Dalat city is still under the administrative management of the state, and this characteristic is associated with the characteristics of urban Vietnam. However, it should also be affirmed that, compared with other cities in this period, such as Hanoi, Saigon, and Da Nang, the tyranny in urban management of the French has thinner software. In addition, the Western urban appearance is also reflected in Dalat urban area, as evidenced by the appearance of many architectural works with characteristics of French architecture, combined with the formation of clusters. Residential areas of the French and Vietnamese have conducted exchanges, trading, economic development, transportation system development, fortifications, civil and military works, initially performed the function of a city with a function that the French has assigned to it, a resort town.
4.2. Dalat’s urbanization underwent a rapid and initially intensive development
Under the ruling of Paul Doumer, Dalat was in the French’s intention to become a little Paris or a potential capital of Indochina. From the mid-1910s, the actual construction of the city began, and the boundary of Dalat was also legally determined when the Council of Regents of Hue Court announced the decree establishing the town of Dalat on 20/02. 04/1916. This is considered an important historical event of Dalat during the French colonial period because legally, Dalat officially became a small town in the Central Highlands5. After World War I, the French allocated much money to Dalat development. It is estimated that they aided 585 billion France in 1930 for Dalat. 
First and foremost, it is the mushrooming of public and administrative buildings in Dalat and the development of the traffic system. For example, roadwork from Xomgon to Dalat was completed in 19201. This road is considered a bridge to connect the southernmost provinces of Annam to Central Highlands and Dalat. 
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Figure 1: Design of Phan Rang- Dalat railway (archived at National Archives Center IV)
In addition, another roadwork from Saigon to Dalat through the Bao Loc pass was done [3, p. 3]. It is a crucial thoroughfare to link the largest city of Indochina to a new tourism place for the French. Also, the French constructed a railway in 1933 and built a railway station in 1938. It is a landmark of Dalat’s development because all tourists and commuters found it not challenging to approach this city in the absence of inconvenience caused by the perilous terrain.  
Furthermore, The French paid their attention to exploiting a copious source of hydropower of this city. They renovated Dalat's Great Lake (Grand lac) in 1919. In 1923, the French built the Cam Ly Hydroelectric power2. Also in this year, the French began to implement an urban design project designed by architect Hébrand. According to his idea, Dalat could develop into a city with a population of about 300,000 people, potentially becoming the capital of the Indochinese Federation, and Dalat's Great Lake was expected to become the heart of this city17. Meanwhile, in his developmental project in 1934, Pineau put an emphasis on a practical approach to natural preservation and sustainable development of Dalat. She opined that protecting Dalat’s natural beauty, enlarging its artificial lake, developing gardens, establishing zones, adapted to the site and the climate, open spaces of all sorts, be they parks, hunting reserves, or conservation areas6.
When the city reached its zenith in 1944,  Lagisquet proposed a potential project to renovate Dalat and was approved by Governor-General Decoux. This project was completed at the end of 1942. According to this design, Dalat was divided into 21 areas, the characteristics of each area were very specific: 7 areas for housing with five classes of villas, apartments, condominiums, two areas for commercial areas, and there were some separate areas for offices, hotels, schools, sports, farming and livestock, rural villages, hospitals, non-constructive areas for tourism and creating spaces4. Generally, both Hébrand, Pineau, and Lagisquet unanimously created a de factor capital for the French to summer there and had a mutual vision of making this city one of the French's largest cities in Indochina. However, personally, the project of Pineau was the most substantial and greenery for the sustainable development of Dalat. This city possesses a large extent of forest, agricultural lands, and precious seeds of the tree, while its climate is very moderate for plantation and natural environment. However, his plan got neglected and was not implemented by his successors. Compared to other cities of Indochina, all architecture showed their conformity to a peculiarity in Dalat's development. 
 Besides, the development of the public works system stimulated the urbanization of Dalat. Le Petit Lycée (1927), Le Grand Lycée (1935), Le Couvent des Oiseaux (1935), Notre-Dame Du Langbian (1936) respectively built satified the educational requirements of the French and local people in this city. In 1944, School Architecture moved from Hanoi to Dalat, while the Department of Geography also changed their headquarters from Saigon to Dalat in late 19443. The larger population of Dalat encouraged the increasing number of households and housing. For instance, Dalat only had about a dozen wooden buildings in 1923. By 1938, Dalat had 398 villas, and by 1939, this number increased to 427 private villas, typically, Saint Benoit, Belle Vue, Des Piques6. By 1945, Dalat had roughly 1000 villas3. This outcome led to the appearance of religious works in this city. The Dalat cathedral church was erected in 1931 and completed by 1942 under the supervision of parson Mossart. Also, Domaine de Marie was built with the aid of Suzanne Humbert – wife of Governor Jean Decoux. Linh Son pagoda was also erected by Thich Tri Thu in 1940. France has built marine and infantry camps. Camp Courbet was rebuilt in 1930. This barracks is about 24 acres, located on the east side of the city. The Joint Eurasian Military School was established in 1939, occupying an area of 38 acres2. The development of the school system, hydroelectric projects, reservoirs, shopping areas, and people's markets proved that Dalat became an entire city until 1945, meeting the French's needs and Vietnamese migrants. 
4.3. Dalat’s urbanization triggered population growth, social class division, and cultural diversification
The majority of researchers supposed that the increasing population is a critical element of urbanization. The flow of French immigrants combined with the flow of Northerners considerably contributed to Dalat's population growth. In fact, the development of infrastructure, urban traffic, fortifications, civil and military works triggered the population growth in the first half 20th century of Dalat. 
	Year
	Population (people)

	1923
	1500

	1939
	11.500

	1940
	13.500

	1941
	13.800

	1942
	17.500

	1943
	21.000

	1944
	25.500


Figure 2: Dalat's population from 1923 to 1944 
The above table unveils a stable increase in the Dalat population between 1923 and 1944. While the census in 1923 supposed that there were only 1500 people, this number reached a peak in 1944 and got 25500 people. It is stated that this city had been well urbanized to become a key city in Indochina. The residence of the Lach and Montagnards was restricted around the outskirt of Dalat, while the downtown became the residence of the Vietnamese and French.
Consequently, rapid urbanization also resulted in a social division in this city. Dalat society was generally ramified two main social classes. The upper class was the French commercial bourgeoisie, and the Vietnamese served the French; they were the French comprador bourgeoisie. Some Vietnamese people started their own businesses in Dalat. According to Jennings, 9 per cent of the resort’s Vietnamese population in 1931 was made up of “functionaries”, 7.6 per cent of merchants, 6.4 per cent of agriculturalists specializing in fruits and vegetables6. Likewise, there were a few moderate Vietnamese bourgeois run their business in Dalat. Nguyen Huu Vinh- the owner of Dalat’s “Grand Bazaar,” was considered a “well-known businessman”. Mrs. Nguyen Thi Thuong and Mr. Nguyen Dinh Khiem also possessed their stores in this city. In the middle of the 20th century, the shop sector remained largely in Vietnamese hands6.  Another class is the Vietnamese farmers, and then some people became the Vietnamese petty bourgeoisie. These people were the Vietnamese diaspora from the North and Saigon, and their primary occupation was farmers. They cultivated a large region of agricultural products based on their experience. The sporadic settlements in Tan Lac, Trai Ham, Nam Thien, and Trai Mat were covered by tea and kimchi plantations in Xuan Truong and Xuan Tho. Dalat and the surrounding area produced a massive product of vegetables, soups, teas, and flowers. The other class was a small group of Lach people and other Montagnards yet mainly resided in the vicinity of Dalat. 
Thanks to the cohabitants of various ethnic groups, all its residents had an opportunity for East-West multicultural exchange. Some Indochinese, mostly in bourgeois and upper class of the Vietnamese experienced summer vacation like the Europeans. 

Figure 3: Tourism statistics from 1933 to 19386
There is no doubt that the increasing number of Vietnamese tourists in Dalat over the course of 1933-1938 unveils a significant change in the tourism trend of the Vietnamese in Indochina. Jennings stated that this tendency is a new notion of the Vietnamese’s selections in tourism and marked a new period of local tourism. It is stated that the Vietnamese elite and upper class were the first people profoundly impacted by the cultural and societal shift in this city. Besides, the appearance of diverse ethnic groups, such as the Chinese, Laotian, Cambodian, and Montagnards, contributed to diversifying the local culture of Dalat through its limited number. It may be out of expectation of the French to follow a built inclusive city. 
It is implied that Dalat was one of the cities which experienced the most rapid urbanization in the modern history of Vietnam. A proper investment along with the enthusiastic soul of the French stimulated the development of Dalat, and as mentioned by Eric T.Hennings: Dalat embodied the imperial heights of Indochina. 
5. CONCLUSION
In 1893, Dr. Yersin discovered Dalat, but the urbanization process in Dalat took place around 1900 and most strongly since the 20s of the twentieth century. From 1900 to 1945, Dalat urban area experienced two main development stages, namely the period of 1900-1915 and the period of 1916-1945, of which the period of 1916-1945 was a period of solid urbanization. The urbanization process of Dalat has three main characteristics; one is that the city of Dalat has never experienced the prerequisites for urban formation, it is a spontaneous city according to the needs of the French, real perform the function of relaxation and entertainment instead of performing administrative or economic functions like other urban areas. Second, the urbanization process in Dalat took place relatively quickly and initially developed in-depth, which was clearly shown in the birth of many fortifications, civil and military works in the later period. Urban areas increasingly serve the needs of the people, leading to migration flows from the delta to Dalat, including the settlement of many ethnic groups, typically the appearance of the Kinh, the French, the ethnic minorities. Flowers next to the natives. The process of population growth in Dalat also initially created a multicultural fusion for the urban culture of Dalat. Third, Dalat urban area has both the characteristics of Western cities and the characteristics of Vietnamese cities, in which the Vietnamese element is the main characteristic. Experiencing a long urbanization process in history, Dalat is now a major tourist city of Vietnam, attracting many domestic and foreign tourists. The issue of preserving landscape architecture, cultural heritage, and effective urban planning will affirm the role of Dalat city in the historical flow of urban development in Vietnam./
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Tourism statistics from 1933 to 1938

Others	1933-34	1934-35	1935-36	1936-37	1937-38	10	200	280	270	650	Indochinese	1933-34	1934-35	1935-36	1936-37	1937-38	498	500	1300	2100	3050	French	1933-34	1934-35	1935-36	1936-37	1937-38	650	890	1100	1200	1300	
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