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Dear Editor,

I would like to submit a manuscript entitled “Seasonal, body weight and gender variation of tetrodotoxin in horseshoe crab Carcinoscorpius rotundicauda collected from Can Gio coast, Ho Chi Minh city, Viet Nam” to be considered for publication in Quy Nhon University Journal of Science as a full research paper. As the corresponding author of this paper, I hereby certify on behalf of all authors of this manuscript that we all agree to submit this work to Quy Nhon University Journal of Science and that this manuscript is the original work of us and has not been published/submitted, in the press, or being submitted to another journals at this moment.
The variation of tetrodotoxin (TTX) in a horseshoe crab Carcinoscorpius rotundicauda collected from Can Gio coast, Ho Chi Minh City, Viet Nam from May 2021 to May 2022 over the seasons, body weight and gender was determined by LC-MS/MS. Data revealed that there was significant variation of TTXs level over the months with maximal TTXs toxicity determined of 197.6 ± 134.5 MU/g for specimens collected in May 2021, whereas the C. rotundicauda collected in January 2021 was found to yield minimum TTXs level of 7.8 ± 8.4 MU/g. Interestingly, the difference of TTXs level in different body-weight C. rotundicauda groups was also statistical significance, with maximal TTXs toxicity of 230.3 ± 116.3 MU/g determined for specimens having body weight of greater than 300 g, while the lowest level of TTXs (9.8 ± 12.3 MU/g) was assayed for C. rotundicauda group of body weight less than 150 g. Moreover, there was a significant difference in TTXs levels among female and male C. rotundicauda groups, with notable higher TTXs toxicity determined for female specimens (123.9 ± 45.8 MU/g) than that of male C. rotundicauda (68.7 ± 45.8 MU/g). The present data revealed that despite seasonal, gender and age variation of TTXs in C. rotundicauda from Viet Nam. The high level of TTXs of 96.3 ± 94.2 MU/g detected in this horseshoe crab indicated that they are unsafe for human consumption.   
 Should more information be needed to assist the review of this manuscript, please contact me via E-MAIL: tdangthuan@ich.vast.vn. Thank you for your kind assistance.
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