COVER LETTER
For the Manuscript “Evaluate the agronomical traits and saponin content of wild bitter gourd accessions (Momordica charantia L. var. abbreviata Ser.) collected from South Central region of Vietnam”

Dear Reviewers and Editor,
Thank you so much for your comments, recommendations, and correction suggestions to improve this manuscript. Listed and highlighted below are our corrections and responses.
FOR REVIEWER 1:
*The English and Vietnamese title do not match.
Response: The Vietnamese title has been added “Việt Nam” and corrected following your suggestion. 
* The abstract is not well-written yet. An unnecessary summary introduces the bitter gourd. 
 The abstract has been revised by removing unnecessary information and using more informative words.
* Keywords need to be reconsidered
 The keywords have been changed following your recommendations.
* The materials and methods section should be checked this characteristic “fruit dry matter content (%)” this is the “dry weight of fruit (g/fruit)” or “percentage of dry weight reduction compared to frest weight (%)”
 We have used “The dry weight of fruit (%)” as suggested.
* Results and discussion section should be checked Grammar English structure.
 Results and discussion section has been revised carefully in term of English grammar. All changes have been highlighted in bright green.
* Some references of the manuscript was not according to format of Journal.
 The references number 4, 10, and 13 have been revised. 

FOR REVIEWER 2:
* The experimental methods do not describe data collection on germination, flowering, and fruiting times. There is no statistical analysis of the results, please do it.
 Data collection on germination, flowering, and fruiting times have been described in the experimental methods section. In detail, the time of germination, flowering, and harvesting are determined at the time point when 50% of individuals reveal the traits.
* Please specify how many seeds are used for the experiment.
 The number of used seeds has been added in Table 1. The sowing was carried out twice to provide a sufficient number of plants. 
* Please describe in what state the fruit can be harvested.
[bookmark: _Hlk169993720] The fruits were harvested once they fully matured when the middle fruits and warts were plumped.
* Improving English is required.
 The manuscript has been revised carefully in terms of English grammar. All changes have been highlighted in bright green and turquoise.
* Please check the format of the journal and format the manuscript carefully, to avoid spelling error.
 The manuscript has been checked in terms of format, grammar, and spelling. 

I’m deeply grateful for your revisions.
Kind regards,
Bui Hong Hai

