Gia Lai, December 15th, 2025

Dear Reviewers,

We would like to express our gratitude for your careful reading of our manuscript and for providing detailed, constructive and insightful comments. We really appreciate the time and effort you devoted to review our study. Your valuable suggestions have helped us better understand our study. 
In response to your comments and suggestions, we have carefully revised the manuscript. All grammatical and lexical issues noted have been corrected. Moreover, we have addressed all the suggestions raised in the review reports. The main revisions are summarized below:
- improved the overall organization and balance of the study by reducing the theoretical discussion and the number of cited references, expanding the methodology section and shortening the conclusion so that all sections of the manuscript are more balanced; 
- defined more clearly research gap;
- added examples of coded data to illustrate the analytical process;
- clarified the criteria for selecting the 30 advice letters used as data.
- expanded the discussion section by comparing the findings with relevant previous studies;
- provided a deeper analysis of why EFL students tend to prefer expansion resources;
-  elaborated on how advice-giving as a genre values empathy, politeness and hedging.
We hope that these corrections have significantly improved the clarity, coherence and academic rigor of the manuscript. 
We once again greatly appreciate your valuable and constructive feedbacks which have significantly improved our study and our knowledge in the research domain.

Yours 
sincerely,

The authors

