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TOM TAT

Nghién ctru ban vé cac ho tir bat ddu bing nguyén 4m dbi trong cac bai hat tiéng Anh cho tré em. Muc dich
chinh ctia nghién ctru 1a khao sat, 1am rd va st dung cac ho tir bit ddu bang nguyén am doi xuat hién trong 1.000
bai hat tiéng Anh cho tré em. Tir 6, nhiing ai quan tim dén chu dé nay sé c6 cai nhin tong quat vé nhiing ho tir
bét dau bang nguyén 4m doi xuat hién phd bién nhét va it phd bién nhét trong cac bai hat tiéng Anh cho tré em.
Dé dat dugc muc dich da dé ra, chung t6i sir dung két hop nhiéu phuong phéap nghién ctru. Cu thé, phuong phap
dinh lugng dugc su dung dé nhan dang va tinh s6 1an xuat hién cua ho tir bat dau bing nguyén am doi. Déng thoi,
nghién cttu ciing dua vao phuong phép dinh tinh nhdm phan tich mot vai ddc diém tiéu biéu cua ho tir bit diu bing
nguyén 4m déi. Qua qua trinh nghién ctru, chung t6i nhén ra ring cac ho tir loai II phd bién hon nhiéu so véi cac
ho tir loai I. V& mat y nghia giang day, chung t6i da ti mi thiét ké ba bd san phém phuc vu viéc day ho tir bét dau
bing nguyén 4m déi cho tré em.
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ABSTRACT

The study is about diphthong phonograms in English songs for children. The main goal of the study is to

investigate, clarify and exploit diphthong phonograms in 1.000 English songs for children so that those interested

in this topic will have an overall view of the most and least common diphthong phonograms in English songs for

children. With this end in mind, the researchers adopt a mixed-method approach. To be more specific, qualitative

method is employed to identify and calculate the occurrences of diphthong phonograms. At the same time, the

study also resorts to quantitative method, which enables the researchers to analyze some typical characteristics of

surveyed diphthong phonograms. The final results unfold that closing phonograms (Type II) are far more common

than centring phonograms (Type I). Regarding pedagogical significance, three sets of products have been carefully

designed for teaching diphthong phonograms for children.

Key words: Diphthong phonograms, frequency, English songs for children.

1. INTRODUCTION

Reading is one of the important skills children
need to familiarize with and master when they
learn a new language. In general, there are
three main goals of early reading instructions:
automatic word recognition, comprehension of
the text and development of a love of literature
and a desire to read.

The first goal means that to become a
skilled reader, children must be able to identify
words quickly and easily. To do so, they have
to be proficient at decoding words. Decoding
words involves converting the printed word
into spoken language. A reader decodes a word
by sounding it out, using context clues, using
structural analysis, or recognizing word by
sight. In order to sound out words, a reader must

*Corresponding author.
Email: n2linhchi@gmail.com

be able to associate a specific spelling with a
specific sound. Teaching phonograms is one
of the approaches that help learners of English
especially children identify and decode quickly
letter-sound patterns.

There are several reasons why we choose
phonograms for our study:

Firstly, a large number of new readers
both children and adults find it easier to
divide words into onsets and rimes rather than
individual letters and sounds. This is partly true
due to the fact that according to Fromkin, Blair,
and Collins ! suggest that “Children do not learn
a language by storing all the words and all the
sentences in some giant mental dictionary”
and “Children must therefore construct the

‘rules’ that permit them to use their language
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creatively”. Therefore, teaching phonograms
and related word families offer an alternative to
traditional synthetic phonics programs in which
beginners are expected to sound out or decode
new words they encounter in a letter-by-letter
fashion. Researches over the last 45 years have
demonstrated that children are more successful
at breaking apart the onset and rime in a word
(d-ay) than in breaking the word into individual
phonemes (d-a-y) or breaking it in another place
(such as da-y).?

Secondly, Blevins® states that
“Approximately 84% of English words are
phonetically regular.” Besides, one of the
significant values of phonograms is that they
are reliable and generalizable. Therefore, it is
extremely useful to teach the most common
sound-spelling relationships in English for
readers. By learning a phonogram such as —ake,
they can generate a number of primary-level
words such as bake, cake, hake, lake, make,
shake, snake, take, and wake.

2. THEORETICAL BACKGROUND
2.1. Phonograms
2.1.1. Definition

Blevins® defines “A phonogram is a letter (or
series of letters) that stands for a sound, syllable,
or series of sounds without reference to meaning.
For example, the phonogram —ay contains two
letters and stands for the /er/ sound. It can be
found in words such as say, may and day”.

2.1.2. Classification

Depending on the vowel sound (peak) of
a phonogram, we have three main types of
phonograms: monophthong phonograms (or
phonograms starting with a monophthong),
diphthong phonograms (phonograms starting
with a diphthong) or triphthong phonograms
(phonograms starting with a triphthong).

Since the focus of our study is diphthong
phonograms, we will move on to give a detailed
classification of them. In fact, there are two
main types of diphthong phonograms: centring
phonograms - those starting with diphthongs
ending in /o/ (Type 1) and closing phonograms -
those starting with diphthongs ending in /1/ and
the ones ending in /v/ (Type 1I).

/e1/ phonograms

/a1/ phonograms

Centring /15/ phonograms
phonograms
(Type D) /ea/ phonograms
/ua/ phonograms
Diphthong
phonograms
phonograms starting with
Closing diphthongs ending in /1/
phonograms [ |
(Type 1)

/a1/ phonograms

L—| phonograms starting with /ou/ phonograms
diphthongs ending in /v/

/av/ phonograms

Figure 1. Two main types of diphthong phonograms

After diphthong phonograms are classified
into two main types, they will be put into sub-
types based on their coda including phonograms

ending with no coda, phonograms ending with a
single consonant sound and phonograms ending
with a consonant cluster.
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3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1. Sample

Firstly, 1.000 English songs for children were
randomly chosen from formally published
CDs and authentic websites. After the initial
investigation, we found out 300 English
songs, which had diphthong phonograms. The
remaining 700 songs are not discussed because
they either contain monophthong phonograms or
contain no phonograms.

3.2. Data analysis

In order to calculate the exact frequency of
diphthong phonograms in English songs for
children, we listened to each song carefully as
well as using the lyrics to check out the spelling.
The raw calculation was put into the computer
as the input. With the help of Microsoft Excel,
the frequencies and percentages were exactly
represented and shown through tables, figures
and graphs.

4. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
4.1. Results of diphthong phonograms
After thoroughly investigating 1.000 English

songs for children, we have found 300 songs
containing 42 diphthong phonograms, which
constitute 213 words. The frequency of each
type of phonograms was calculated and shown
in the following tables.

Table 2. The number and occurrences of diphthong

phonograms in English songs for children

Number of
Occurrences

phonograms
Type 1 4 57
Type 11 38 2066
Total 42 2123

The table points out that in terms of the
number of phonograms and their occurrence,
the significant differences between the two
types of diphthong phonograms are easy to be
recognized. The number of Type II phonograms
is approximately ten times higher than that of
Type I (38 and 4 phonograms respectively). It is
interesting to see that Type II phonograms occur
far more frequently than Type I, with 97,32%
and 2,68% respectively.

Table 3. Frequency of 42 diphthong phonograms in English songs for children

No. | Phonograms | Occurrences | Frequency No. | Phonograms | Occurrences | Frequency
1 -eigh /e1/ 2 0,09% 22 -ile /a1l/ 18 0,85%
2 -ope [aup/ 2 0,09% 23 -ive /av/ 21 0,99%
3 | -ange /emnd3/ 3 0,14% 24 -old /avld/ 23 1,08%
4 | -ind /amd/ 3 0,14% 25 -ife [aif] 27 1,27%
5 -are led/ 4 0,19% 26 -ouse /avs/ 30 1,41%
6 -ild /a1ld/ 4 0,19% 27 -ine /am/ 31 1,46%
7 | -ise /aiz/ 4 0,19% 28 -ear 12/ 32 1,51%
8 -oad /aud/ 4 0,19% 29 -ound /avnd/ 33 1,55%
9 | -owl/avl/ 4 0,19% 30 -ide /a1d/ 37 1,74%
10 | -ave /e1v/ 6 0,28% 31 -oy /o1/ 50 2,36%
11 | -ime /aim/ 6 0,28% 32 -ike /aik/ 60 2,83%
12 | -ose /ovz/ 6 0,28% 33 -ame /emm/ 73 3,44%
13 | -ere/ed/ 8 0,38% 34 -own /avn/ 84 3,96%
14 | -ain /em/ 8 0,38% 35 -out /avt/ 85 4,00%
15 | -ice /a1s/ 11 0,52% 36 -ow /av/ 85 4,00%
16 | -ite /ait/ 11 0,52% 37 -0 /av/ 132 6,22%
17 | -ate /ext/ 12 0,57% 38 -ow /avu/ 144 6,78%
18 | -air /ed/ 13 0,61% 39 -ake /e1k/ 149 7,02%
19 | -oat /aut/ 16 0,75% 40 -ight /att/ 183 8,62%

20 | -ail /e1l/ 17 0,80% 41 -y /a1/ 299 14,08%
21 | -ace /e1s/ 18 0,85% 42 -ay et/ 365 17,20%
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There are 20 most common diphthong
phonograms occurring more than 20 times in
300 English songs for children. Among them,
there is only one centring phonogram (-ear /19/).

It is obvious that —ay /er/ is the most
common diphthong phonogram in 300 English
songs for children, accounting for 17,20%,
followed by —y /a1/ and —ight /ait/, with 14,08%
and 8,62% respectively. The next three most
common diphthong phonograms are —ake /eik/
(7,02%), -ow /av/ (6,78%) and -o /av/ (6,22%).

“I took a walk to town one day
And me a cat along the way.

What do you think that cat did say?

b

“Meow, meow, meow.’

(‘I took a walk’ - Wee sing for baby)

In contrast, there are nine least common
diphthong phonograms occurring less than 4
times. They are -eigh /el/, -ope /aup/, -ange /
emd3s/, -ind /aind/, -are /eal, -ild /a1ld/, -ise /a1z/,
-oad /aud/, and -owl /avl/.

Another thing, which draws our attention,
is that there are two diphthong phonograms with
the same spelling ow. Although both —ow /au/
and -ow /au/ are considered common diphthong
phonograms, the latter is 1.5 times as common
as the former. We also found out 11 phonograms
with the same pronunciation but different
spelling. As usual, most of them belong to
closing phonograms (Type II).

Table 4. Phonograms with the same pronunciation

but different spelling
TYPE I TYPE 11

-are /ea/ -ain /em/

-ere [ea/ -ine /amn/

-air lea/
-ite /att/
-ight /att/
-0 /av/
-ow /au/
-ay et/
-eigh /el

Above are our very general findings about
diphthong phonograms in 300 English songs for
children. The following sections will supply us
with a detailed analysis of each type of diphthong
phonograms in the songs analyzed.

4.2. Results of centring phonograms (Type I)

Sub-types of Type |

B Murnber & Occurrences

- [ # b
Jum! plsrinegrasn Jeaf phommgrams Jusf phosagams
Figure 1. The number and occurrences of centring

phonograms in English songs for children

As can be seen from Figure 1, there are
no /va/ phonograms, so /ea/ and /19/ phonograms
are two sub-types of centring phonograms
appearing in 300 English songs for children.
Taking a deep look at these two sub-types,
we find out an interesting thing. Despite the
fact that /ea/ phonograms have three times as
many phonograms as /19/ phonograms (3 and 1
phonogram respectively), the latter occur more
frequently than the former in English songs for
children, with 32 and 25 times respectively.

Now, we will move on to discuss the
frequency of patterns for /19/ phonograms and
/ea/ phonograms in terms of their coda.

The statistics from Table 5 on page 6 shows
that in terms of coda, all of centring phonograms
end with no coda. These phonograms are often
closed by a letter r, which is silent in RP. This
characteristics is similar to a conclusion stated
by Payne.* “Since /1a/, /eal, /val frequently
occur in words with a silent r, it is convenient to
consider that ¥ forms part of the spelling of the
vowel sound”.

Out of four centring phonograms, -ear /15/
is the most common (32 times), which is much
higher than all the three /eo/ phonograms
combined (25 times).
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There’s no rival we can fear
Hear us shout and hear us cheer:
(‘We're going to win -
learnenglishkids. britishcouncil.org)

Regarding patterns for /ea/ phonograms,
-air /ea/ occurs the most frequently (13 times).

Stretch your neck
Brush your hair
Straighten your shoulders
Sit on your chair.
(‘What are you doing? - Lets chant -
Let’s sing book 2)

Shoe a little horse,
Shoe a little mare,
But let the little bony
Go bare, bare, bare.

(‘Shoe a little horse’ - Wee sing for Baby)

In terms of orthography, we recognize that
the vowel sounds /1a/ and /ea/ are realized by a
single vowel letter* * when the next consonant
letter is r which is followed by a final silent e®°
(as can be seen in —are and —ere) or realized by a
vowel digraph® followed by an r (as can be seen
in —ear and —air).

4.3. Results of closing phonograms (Type II)

As presented in Figure 2, there tends to be a close
relation between the number and the occurrence
of closing phonograms. It is irrefutable that
the number of phonograms starting with
diphthongs ending in /1/ is approximately twice
as much as that of phonograms starting with
diphthongs ending in /u/ (25 and 13 phonograms
respectively). The same thing happens when it
comes to the occurrences of these two sub-types.
In other words, the former accounts for nearly
two-thirds of the total occurrence of all closing
phonograms.

2One of the letters a, e, i, 0, u ory.

® Tt is called so since there is no sound standing for
ending in it. It is here just to help readers know the
vowel sound before is a long one.

¢ A vowel digraph is the use of two letters (usually
two vowel letters) for a single vowel sound.

It is obvious that /a1/ phonograms make
up the largest number of closing phonograms in
particular and of all diphthong phonograms in
general, with 14 phonograms. Therefore, it goes
without saying that /a1/ phonograms are ranked
first in terms of occurrence (715 times), followed
by /er/ phonograms (653 times). Each of these
two phonograms occurs more frequently than all
phonograms starting with diphthongs ending in
/u/ combined (648 times).

My native country, thee
Land of the noble free

Thy name I love

1 love thy rocks and rills

Thy woods and templed hills
My heart with rapture thrills
Like that above

Our father'’s god to thee
Author of liberty

To thee we sing

Long may our land be bright
With freedom s holy light
Protect us by thy might
Great god, out king

(‘America’ - Wee sing America)

a) Phonograms starting with diphthongs ending
in /1/

From Figure 2, we can see that /ai/ phonograms
are the most popular among the three sub-types
of phonograms starting with diphthongs ending
in /1/ in terms not only of the number but also
of the occurrences of phonograms. Likewise,
the second position belongs to /er/ phonograms.
However, when we compare these two sub-types,
we realize that while /a1/ phonograms have four
phonograms more than /e1/ phonograms, the gap
between them is quite small, only 4% in terms of
their occurrences. /o1/ phonograms come third.
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Table 5. Distribution of /15/ and /es/ phonograms in terms of their coda

Ending with no coda Ending with a single, Ending with a
Phonograms Occurrences consonant sound consonant cluster
a/ -ear 19/ 32 0 0
phonograms
Typel oo/ -air leal 13 0 0
ed
-are lea/ 8
phonograms
-ere /eal 4

Sub-types of Type Il

B Number

715

653

B Occurrences

327 321
50
® & * 1l ! .

Jeif phonograms Jay phonograms [2f phonograms

[20/ phonograms Jau/ phonograms

Figure 2. The number and occurrences of sub-types of closing phonograms in 300 English songs for children

Table 6. The number and occurrences /er/ phonograms in 300 English songs for children

fer/ Number of Phonograms | Occurrences Total
phonograms | phonograms
Ending with 2 | -ay /el 365 367
no coda (20%) | -eigh /eV/ 2| (56,2%)
-ace /ets/ 18
Ending with -ake /eik/ 149
. -ame /emm/ 73
a single 7 e Jert/ 12 283
consonant (70%) rate /e (43,34%)
sound -ave le1v/ 6
-ail /em/ 17
-ain /em/ 8
Ending with
a consonant ! ange /emds/ 3 3
(10%) | " 3 (0,46%)
cluster
653
Total 10
ota (100%)
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In terms of coda, /er/ phonograms can
end with no coda, a single consonant sound or
a consonant cluster. However, the number and
occurrences of each /er/ phonogram in terms of
their coda are significantly different.

It is easy to recognize the big difference
between /er/ phonograms ending with no coda
and those ending with a single consonant sound.
To be more specific, while the former has only
two phonograms constituting nearly 57% of the
total occurrences of /e1/ phonograms, the latter
has seven phonograms accounting for over 45%
of the total occurrences. This trend shows that the
high number of phonograms does not necessarily
mean that these phonograms occur frequently.

As usual, phonograms ending with a
consonant cluster are the least common with only
one phonogram (-ange /emd3/) which occurs 3
times, appearing in only one song called “Old
Texas”.

They 've plowed and fenced my cattle range
And the people there are all so strange.

(‘Old Texas’ - Wee sing America)

b) Phonograms starting with diphthongs
ending in /u/

As can be seen from the two pie charts
below, there is no remarkable gap between /ov/
and /auv/ phonograms in terms of the number
and occurrences of each sub-type. To be more
specific, the former has one phonogram more
than the latter (7 and 6 phonograms respectively).
However, their occurrences are almost the same.

Number

@ /av/ phonograms B fan/ phonograms

Figure 2. The number of phonograms starting with
diphthongs ending in /u/

Occurrences

B /au/ phonograms @ /au/ phonograms

Figure 3. The occurrences of phonograms starting

with diphthongs ending in /v/

Now, we will move on to discuss
phonograms starting with diphthongs ending in
/u/ in terms of their coda.

From Table 7, we can deduce some
conclusions. First of all, there are seven /ov/
phonograms ending with no coda, a single
consonant sound or a consonant cluster.
Moreover, it is easy to recognize that there is no
correlation between the number and occurrences
of/ou/ phonograms ending with no coda and those
ending with a single consonant sound. More than
half of the number of /ov/ phonograms end with
a consonant sound, but their occurrences are
slightly higher than the only one /ov/ phonograms
ending with a consonant cluster (28 and 23 times
respectively). In contrast, two /ou/ phonograms
ending with no coda account for nearly 85% of
the total occurrences of /ou/ phonograms.

The most common /ou/ phonogram is —ow
/au/, followed by —o /av/, with 144 and 112 times
respectively. The least common phonogram is -
ope /aup/, which appears two times in only one
song “Old Texas”.

“We're gonna do my favorite thing

Oh, how i love to go camping.

Going camping, feels so good.

Camping, here in the woods.

Camping makes me sing.

Oh, how I love to go camping.”
(‘Camping - Nhitng bai hdt tiéng Anh

hay nhat cho tré em 2)
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“If you re happy and you know it
Never be afraid to show it”

(‘If you are happy” - Sing a song of ABC)

“I will take my horse, 1 will take my rope
And hit the trail upon the lope”

(‘Old Texas’ - Wee sing America)

Table 7. The number and occurrences /ou/ phonograms in 300 English songs for children

Number of
/duv/ phonograms Phonograms Occurrences Total
phonograms
. . 2 | -o /ov/ 132
Ending with no coda 276 (84,40%)
(28,57%) | -ow /ov/ 144
-oad /aud/ 4
Ending with a single 4 | -oat /aut/ 16 28
consonant sound (57,14%) | -ope /aup/ 2 (8,56%)
-ose /avz/ 6
Endi ith t 1 23
nding with a consonan old Jould/ 2
cluster (14,29%) (7,04%)
Total 7 327
(100%)
Table 8. The number and occurrences /av/ phonograms in 300 English songs for children
Number of
/au/ phonograms Phonograms Occurrences Total
phonograms
. . 1
Ending with no coda (16.67%) -ow /av/ 85 85 (26,48%)
-ouse /avs/ 30
Ending with a single 4 | -out /avt/ 85 203
consonant sound (66,66%) | -owl /avl/ 4 (63,24%)
-own /avn/ 84
Ending with a consonant 1 33
-ound /avnd/ 33
cluster (16,67%) | "4 7on (10,28%)
321
Total 6
(100%)

It is clear from the table that there are six
/av/ phonograms, which can end with no coda, a
single consonant, sound or a consonant cluster.
There is a correlation between the number
and occurrences of these three sub-types. /av/
phonograms ending with a single consonant
sound make up nearly two-thirds of the number
and the total occurrences of /auv/ phonograms.
The second position falls to /av/ phonograms
ending with no coda and as usual, those ending
with a consonant cluster take the last position in
terms of the number and occurrences.

The two most common /av/ phonograms

are —ow /ou/ and -out /aut/ with the same
occurrences (85 times). —own /aun/ is also
considered a common phonogram with 84 times.
The vast majority of /av/ phonograms occur
more than 30 times, with the exception of -owl
/avl/ (4 times), which is also the least common
/au/ phonogram.

Bow, wow, wow.

Whose dog are thou?
Little Tommy Tinker s dog.
Bow, wow, wow.

(‘Bow, wow, wow’ - Wee sing Mother Goose)
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Whenever we go out
The people always shout
“John Jacob Jingleheimer Schmidt”
Da-da-da-da-da
(‘John Jacob Jingleheimer Schmidt’- Nhitng
bai hdt tiéng Anh hay nhat danh cho tré em)

Different shapes make different things
Up and down and round round rings
Turn me up and turn me down

Mix and match and make a crown.
(‘Shape Song’- Sing a song of ABC)
5. CONCLUSION

Phonograms have always been a great tool
to teach English letter-sound relationships or
phonics to young learners. Besides, songs are
widely considered as an effective way to facilitate
the English teaching process. After thorough
investigation, the most significant finding is
that closing phonograms (Type II) are far more
common than centring phonograms (Type I).
Out of 20 most common diphthong phonogrames,
—ay /er/ is the most common diphthong
phonogram in 10.000 English songs for children,
followed by —y /a1/, —ight /att/, —ake /e1k/ (7,02%),
-ow /au/ and -o /ou/. In contrast, there are nine
least common diphthong phonograms occurring
less than 4 times. They are -eigh /ev/, -ope /avp/,
-ange /emd3/, -ind /aind/, -are /es/, -ild /aild/,
-ise /a1z/, -oad /aud/, and -owl /avl/.

In terms of coda, all of -centring
phonograms end with no coda while closing
phonograms can end with no coda, with a single
consonant sound or with a consonant cluster.

In terms of pedagogical significance,
based on the data analysis, the researchers have
produced three sets of products including a song
book, a game book as well as karaoke files. All
of these products can be used to facilitate the
process of teaching diphthong phonograms for
children through songs.

In this study, we have just investigated
the types and frequency of phonograms starting
with a diphthong. Therefore, the future research
can continue to investigate phonograms starting
with a triphthong. We are also aware of the fact
that only one-syllable words were calculated in
our research. Hence, the later research should
include polysyllabic words to increase the
number of songs and words employed to teach
students to recognize diphthong phonograms.
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