*Reviewer #1 comments:
Here are some comments and suggestions for improving the paper:
1. The phrase "intact clay samples with a diameter 90 mm" could be rephrased for clarity. Suggestion: "intact clay samples with a 90 mm diameter."
2. In section 2.2, the description of the direct simple shear test should include more details about the Mohr-Coulomb failure criteria and the specifics of the equipment used.
3. The results are detailed, but some points need more clarity. For instance, explain why the stress distribution was unequal in the direct shear test and its implications for the results.
4. The conclusion is clear but should briefly mention the practical implications of the findings for geotechnical engineers.
5. Proofread for grammar and stylistic consistency, especially in the use of tenses and technical terminology.
